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SECTION 59-17-20. Alteration or division of school districts.

Unless otherwise expressly provided, the school districts of the various counties shall not be altered or
divided except:

(1) By act of the General Assembly relating to one or more counties; or
(2) By authorization of the county boards of education under the following conditions:

(a) With the written approval of the Senator and the entire house legislative delegation from the county
involved;

(b) Upon a written petition, signed by at least four fifths of the qualified electors embraced within the
limits of each of the school districts involved, which shall state plainly to the county board of education
the action petitioned and shall also bear the signed certificate of the members of the county board of
registration that the number of electors who signed the petition represent at least four fifths of the
qualified electors embraced within the limits of each of the school districts involved; or

(c) Upon the written petition, signed by at least one third of the qualified electors embraced within the
limits of each of the school districts involved, which shall state primarily the action petitioned and shall
bear the signed certificate of the members of the county board of registration that the number of the
electors who signed the petition represent at least one third of the qualified electors embraced within
the limits of each of the school districts involved; if such consolidation be approved favorably by a
majority of the qualified electors of each of the school districts involved at an election called by the
county board of education for the purpose.

SECTION 59-17-30. Effect of alteration or division of school districts on bonds or payment for buildings
of existing districts.

When any school district laid out under Section 59-17-20 shall embrace cities or towns already
organized into special school districts in which graded school buildings have been erected by the issue of
bonds, by special taxation or by donation, all the territory included in such school district shall bear its
just proportion of any tax that may be levied to liquidate such bonds or support the public schools
therein.

SECTION 59-17-40. Alteration or division of school districts; consolidated district for entire county and
district formed from two or more counties.

All of the school districts of any county may be consolidated into a single school district embracing the
entire county in the manner provided by Section 59-17-20 for the alteration or division of school
districts, and, whenever territory embraced in two or more counties is proposed to be formed into one
school district, such district may be formed by the joint action of the boards of education of the
respective counties as provided in Section 59-17-20 for the formation of school districts in a county.



SECTION 59-17-50. Consolidation of schools and school districts by county board of education.

A county board of education may consolidate schools and school districts, in whole or in part, whenever,
in its judgment, such consolidation will promote the best interests of the cause of education in the
county.

SECTION 59-17-60. Filing order of consolidation.

When two or more districts are consolidated under the provisions of Section 59-17-50, the county board
of education shall file a copy of the order of consolidation in the office of the clerk of court and with the
State Board of Education. Such filing shall complete the consolidation of such districts for all intents and
purposes.

SECTION 59-17-70. Effect of consolidation.

Upon consolidation of any two or more school districts, all property, real and personal, and all assets of
the districts forming the consolidated school district shall become the property of the consolidated
district and all liabilities of the consolidating districts shall become the obligations of such consolidated
district. Each such consolidated district shall be a body politic and corporate and its board of trustees
shall have such powers as are provided by law.

SECTION 59-17-80. Dissolution of school districts in adjoining counties.

Any school district formed of parts of two or more counties under the provisions of Section 59-17-40
may be dissolved in the same manner as that by which it may have been formed, as provided in said
section.

SECTION 59-17-90. Purposes for which school districts may combine.

Any two or more school districts in this State may agree to provide special services, make purchases,
share equipment, develop curriculum, and interchange pupils or educational services.
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